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Richard H. Beal

Richard H. Beal spent his time updating, reference checking, and copy editing articles for 
the third fascicle of the Š volume and the beginning of the T volume of the Chicago Hittite 
Dictionary. Outside of office time his article “Hittite Anatolia: Political History” for the Oxford 
Handbook of Ancient Anatolia was pushed through the editing process and should appear in 
the coming year. An article in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie on “Seuche (epidemic)” among 
the Hittites is now in print. The article “Soldat (Hittite)” (Soldiers among the Hittites) is 
undergoing editing. He completed a review of a Festschrift for Silvin Košak, a predecessor 
of his as research associate on the Chicago Hititte Dictionary. He is working on reviews of a 
Festschrift for David Hawkins, the book Rêves Hittites by Alice Mouton, and the book Hittite 
Votive Texts by Jan de Roos.

————————————————————

Robert D. Biggs

Robert D. Biggs has continued his study of the mid-third-millennium bc cuneiform texts 
from the Temple of Inanna at Nippur, collaborating in particular with Karen Wilson and 
Richard Zettler on matters of dating of occupation levels. He has also resumed study of the 
second-millennium Babylonian texts dealing with extispicy (the Babylonian “science” of in-
terpreting ominous signs in the internal organs of sheep) from the Hittite capital of Hattusha. 
With a fellowship from the American Research Institute in Turkey in the summer of 1972, he 
studied the originals in Ankara and Istanbul, and subsequently, in 1981, the originals now in 
Berlin. Although very fragmentary (with very few lines of text being complete), these texts 
nevertheless constitute a valuable source for the corpus of omens in the second millennium 
bc. He will be preparing an edition of the texts.

————————————————————

Scott Branting

Scott Branting continues as the director of the Center for Ancient Middle Eastern Land-
scapes (CAMEL) and co-director of the Kerkenes Dağ archaeological project in central Turkey. 
Reports for both of these endeavors appear in their separate sections of the Annual Report. 
He also is co-director of the SHULGI project with Argonne National Laboratory, continues to 
oversee the acquisition and installation of the Integrated Database for the Oriental Institute, 
and continues the partnership started last year with Wendy Ennes of the Public Education 
Department on the development of sixth-grade interdisciplinary curriculum. He serves as 
a committee member for the Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) and as a delegate to 
the American Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT).

oi.uchicago.edu




